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ASCENDER Scheduling - Combination Manual
& Auto (Phase Il)

Follow these steps to use a combination of manual and automated tools to complete scheduling,
where the campus master schedule (section and meeting times) is manually created, and
automated tools are used to schedule students into course-sections.

Three Scheduling Options Flow Chart:

ASCENDER
Three Options for Scheduling Students

=

( Preliminary Requirements:
Prepare district and campus
| master schedules.

Option 2: Combination Option 3: Automated
Create the sections, but use Use software to create the
software to load student sections and load student
schedules automatically. schedules.

Option 1: Manual Entry
Manually create the sections and
student schedules.

'\ g

STEP 1: Create course-sections STEP 1: Add student course

STEP 1: Enter student course

requests, and meeting times. requests (StudentPortal, Graduation
\ l g " l < | Plan, import, manual).
. ™ .
STEP 2: Create instructors, STEP 2: Add student course
course-sections, and meeting requests (StudentPortal,
times in the campus master Graduation Plan, import, manual,

schedule. elementary proxies).

l [ STEP 2: Create [ STEP 2: Create
P - course-sections with course-sections with
' MSALGO.

Master Schedule Generator. |

STEP 3: Schedule students into
course-sections.

b y

’ STEP 3: Use software to load student )
| schedules.

NOTE: Elementary campuses may choose one of the three options listed above and refer to
the Elementary Scheduling guides for Before/After Annual Student Data Rollover.

The Phase Il steps include creating course-sections and meeting times in the next year campus
master schedule.
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Create next year sections from current year Grade Reporting.

Scheduling > Utilities > Create NY Master Schedule > Campus

The following instructions cover creating next year course-sections using the Create NY Master
Schedule utility.

At the campus level, sections are only created if they are offered in current year Grade Reporting.

If next year master schedule information already exists, the message “Created” is displayed.

CREATE NEXT YEAR CAMPUS COURSES

This option creates Next Year Master Schedule Information for your
Campus. Courses will only be created if they are offered in the District.
Sections will only be created for courses in the Mext Year Campus File.

If you have student requests or schedules, you will NOT be able to run this
utility to create courses or sections.

Instructors
E] Campus Courses
@ from CY campus
D from MY district
Campus Sections
@ Active Meeting Times (Teacher of Record)

O Include Withdrawn Meeting Times (Teacher of Record)

[ Create

NOTE: Creating Campus Courses was covered in the Preliminary Requirements document.

Instructors Select to create next year instructor records from current year.
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Campus
Sections

Select to create next year sections from current year Grade Reporting sections.
Please refer to the Automated Scheduling document for this type of scheduling.

Additional fields are enabled:

Active Meeting Times
(Teacher of Record)

Select to move only the courses sections of the active
meeting time rows to Scheduling for any class role,
even if the meeting time rows have different
beginning and ending periods.

Include Withdrawn
Meeting Times (Teacher
of Record)

Select to move all meeting time rows to Scheduling,
whether or not a withdrawal date exists.

O Click Create.

O You are prompted to confirm that you want to create the selected data. Click Yes.

e Add or edit section records in the campus master schedule.

Scheduling > Maintenance > Master Schedule > Campus > Sections

This tab allows you to add or edit section records in the campus master schedule.

CAMPUS CONTROL SELECTION COURSES SECTIONS PROXIES INSTRUCTORS STUDENTPORTAL MESSAGE COPY COURSE SECTION
I )
Hon
Max Campus Multi Sve Incl UIL Dst
Delete Detail Course Title Sec Seats Based Ind Elig Lmg
No rows
> Crs Nbe:[ IH [ ] Sve D[ ] Multi Sve Inci() Incluce UIL Eligi()
Section D Jc-:-:z.[: = s Based C]E mg: [:]E
Section Information Restrictions Course Codes and Credits h District Information
Pop Srvd [CJ= crsseq = Type Rstret 2 Dual Crat _ = Exan et
s = Tearn Cod v Ay Tech ¢ = 2 =]
Class Type (O™ pxcumcsts [ Jw v = = | )
High Qual PX Prog:[__ || Stuinstr O+ v v 2 Use: v ( D
PK Sch Type: = Home Room inc:[] Special Consic: [ ™)) [ Ind N
College Credit Hrs mps: [
Child Care Partnership lﬁ
Del Operstion Number |: Campus information
OnRamps: o [
retn Rst dl
Del Sem Days PerBegin PerEnd Room Time Begin  Time End Lekout Instr ID Instructor Class Role Role ID CTE ADSY
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Add new course-sections:

O Click +Add in the upper grid.

Crs Nbr | To add a section for a course that has no existing sections (i.e., not listed), click £
to select the course. The course title and service ID are displayed.

Section |Type the two-digit section number you want to add. The number must be unique
for the course.

Max Seats|Type the number of seats available in the classroom.

O Under Restrictions:

Type Rstrctn

Select the code indicating if the restrictions always apply (i.e., fixed) or can be
overridden (i.e., selectable) by the user. This field applies to the other
restriction fields for this course-section (gender, team, and grade level).

Team Code (Optional) If you are using Team Code, select a team code if you want to restrict
section membership to a certain group or team of students. Team codes are
established on Maintenance > Team Code.

Ehe Select a gender if the section is restricted to one gender.

Rstrctn

Grade If there are grade level restrictions for the course-section, select the lowest

Rstrctn grade level allowed.

In the adjacent + field, type the number of additional grade levels that are
eligible to take the course.

For example, if the course is for 7th and 8th grade students, select 07 in the
Grd Restr field, and type 1 in the + field.

District Information [Fields from the district master schedule are displayed for your

reference.

Campus Information|The Grade Rstrctn fields from the campus course record (Maintenance

> Master Schedule > Campus > Courses) are displayed for your
reference.

To add a meeting time:

O Click +Add in the lower grid to add a meeting time for the section. A blank row is added to

the grid.
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You must set up at least one meeting time for each section.

Meeting A sequential number is displayed for each meeting time you add.

Sem Select the code indicating the semester(s) the class meets.

Days Select the code indicating the day(s) the class meets.

Per Begin — , . .

Per End Select the beginning and ending periods when the class begins and ends.

Room Type the room number in which the class meets, up to four characters.

Time Begin|Type the times when the class begins and ends. Use the HH:MM A format, where

Per End HH is the hour, MM is the minute, and A is a.m. or p.m.

Lckout Type the one-character alphanumeric code indicating if there is a lunch break
after the scheduled class meeting.

InstrID  |Click ¢ to select an instructor.

Class Role |Select the code indicating the role served by an instructor for the class.
* 01 - Teacher Of Record
* 02 - Assistant Teacher
* 03 - Support Teacher

Role ID Select the code indicating the capacity in which the instructor serves the students
during the section.
Rule: If the Role ID is 033-Educational Aide, the Class Role must be 05-PK
Classroom Aide, and vice versa.

CTE Select if the Teacher of Record for this Career & Technical Education (CTE) course
meets CTE requirements.
CTE FTEs are calculated utilizing this field.

O Click Save.

To retrieve and edit existing course-sections:

down

search drop-

Select the field by which you want to search for courses.
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search Type all or part of the search phrase. The search retrieves courses that
begin with the characters or numbers you typed.

Examples:

* For Course Number, type 101 to retrieve all course numbers that start
with 101. You must include leading zeros.

* For Title, type ENG to retrieve all course titles that start with ENG.
* For Period, if you type a one-digit period, it is zero padded to two digits.

The search retrieves courses with section meeting times that fall within the
specified Per Begin/End fields.

* Leave blank to retrieve all courses.

O Click Retrieve.

A list of courses that meet the specified criteria is displayed in the upper grid.

o The list can be re-sorted.

You can re-sort the grid by clicking on an underlined column heading. It will sort in
ascending order. Click it again to sort in descending order.

A triangle next to the column heading indicates the column by which the grid is currently
sorted and whether it is sorted in ascending =] or descending = order.

o If there are multiple pages, page through the list.

NOTE: Courses that do not have any sections (i.e., new courses) are not listed.

O Review and update course-sections as needed.

e Copy existing course-sections.

Scheduling > Maintenance > Master Schedule > Campus > Copy Course Section
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This tab allows you to create new sections in the campus master schedule by copying an
existing next year course-section. Once the sections are created, they can be updated on the

Section tab.
Course Select the next year course from which to copy data.
Section Select the next year section from which to copy data. The drop-down list
includes the section number, and the begin and end periods.
Create Type the new two-digit section number(s) to be created. Separate multiple
Section section numbers with a comma (e.g., 04,05,06).

O Click Create.

The grid is populated with the data for the new section(s).

O Update the data for the new section(s) as needed:

Sem Select the code indicating the semester(s) the class meets.

Days Select the code indicating the day(s) the class meets.

Per Begin I , . .

Per End Select the beginning and ending periods when the class begins and ends.
Room Type the room number in which the class meets, up to four characters.

Time Begin|Type the times when the class begins and ends. Use the HH:MM A format, where
Time End |HH is the hour, MM is the minute, and A is a.m. or p.m.

O Click Save.

|CanceI|CIear unsaved changes and start over.

Export and back up sections as a precaution.

Follow these steps to export and save all course-sections for backup. This is a safety precaution
that should be done after creating sections.

Data can be restored from these files if needed.

Back up data:
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1. Export sections.
Scheduling > Utilities > Export > Sections (Unload)

This backup is a safety precaution in case you need to return to the original sections and
change periods.

This utility exports sections for the campus to which you are logged on.

WARNING: If the export is run more than once on the same day, be careful not to
overwrite files.

O Create a password:

Password Type a password for the file, up to ten characters. To import this file using
the import (Unload) utility, the user will need to type this password.
CAUTION: Record this password.

Verify Password Retype the password to confirm that you typed it as intended.

O Click Export.

The export function creates an encrypted, zipped file containing the exported data named
ASCENDER_DBcccddd SECTION###_yyyymmdd.zip, where cccddd is the county-district
number, ### is the campus to which you are logged on, and yyyymmdd is the current date.
You can rename the file as needed.

O You are prompted to open or save the zipped file. Save the file in a known location.

O If errors are encountered, click Show Errors to view the error report.

o Review, save, or print the report.
Review the report using the following buttons:

Click == to go to the first page of the report.
Click 4 to go back one page.

Click * to go forward one page.

Click ™= to go to the last page of the report.

The report can be viewed and saved in various file formats.

Click & to save and print the report in PDF format.
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Click El to save and print the report in CSV format. (This option is not available for all
reports.) When a report is exported to the CSV format, the report headers may not be
included.

Click Xl to close the report window. Some reports may have a Close Report, Exit, or
Cancel button instead.

Restore data from backup:

1. Restore sections.

Scheduling > Utilities > Import > Sections (Unload)

This utility imports sections, overwriting current sections.

The utility will not import invalid course sections (e.g., course sections no longer offered in
the district or on the campus). The utility will also not import sections if any students have
scheduled courses.

NOTE: If the course-sections are invalid because a new course number length has been
committed on Maintenance > Master Schedule > District > District Control, the program will
convert the course-request from the import file to the new course number and import the
record with the new course number.

O Select the file:

Import File|Click Browse. Locate and open the file. The file name is displayed.

Password (Required) Type the password for the file. This password was created by the user
when the file was exported using the Export (Unload) utility.

O Click Import.

O If errors are encountered, click Show Errors to view the error report.

Review, save, or print the report.

Review the report using the following buttons:

Click == to go to the first page of the report.
Click 4 to go back one page.
Click * to go forward one page.
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Click =t/ to go to the last page of the report.

The report can be viewed and saved in various file formats.

Click ™ to save and print the report in PDF format.

Click =) to save and print the report in CSV format. (This option is not available for all
reports.) When a report is exported to the CSV format, the report headers may not be
included.

Click Xl to close the report window. Some reports may have a Close Report, Exit, or
Cancel button instead.
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